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Prayers of Oneness in the Art of Salma Arastu

The exhibition was to be about building bridges. For a
community oriented art museum like the Triton Museum
of Art, exhibitions that give voice to a constituency

or facet of the community in an effort to eradicate
misconceptions, prejudices, or simply to increase
awareness of different customs or views are always a
special delight. College and university classes arrive

at our doors only to find art that reflects their newly
broadening wariness of the world in which they live.
Tours of children and youth see new views with open
and impressionable eyes. And, perhaps most rewarding,
adults see their neighbors through the lens of art, in

new ways. The experience almost always leads to the
realization that this facet of the community, these artists
who may have been previously considered “the other,”
are indeed more like us than not. Each varied group
represented shares the same hopes and dreams, and the
same fears and trepidations about a world that often
seems beyond our control. We are, after all, connected and
this is one of the great revelations of art. So it was when
the Triton Museum of Art partnered with the dynamic
organization, Islamic Art Exhibit to organize and present
works by some of the best Islamic artists working in

our region today. Echoes of Islam opened at the Triton
Museum of Art in February, 2013. Misconceptions were
challenged, prejudices looked past, and realizations of our



ultimate connectedness were experienced. It was one of
the most rewarding exhibitions we have had the pleasure
of presenting.

In organizing the exhibition we relied heavily on

the advice and expertise of Islamic Art Exhibit, the
administrators of which were much more knowledgable
of Islamic artists in our region than I. One name was
repeatedly offered as one who must be in the exhibition.
This name was repeated throughout our research by
everyone we asked ... Salma Arastu. She was, we were
told over and over, not only one of the best islamic artists
working in the area, she was one of the most significant
artists regardless of cultural, ethnic, or religious identity
... period! Naturally we heeded the advice and invited
Salma to participate in the Echoes of Islam exhibition. It
was a very fortuitous decision.

When Salma brought her work to the museum I was
completely swept away. Abstract patterns reminiscent

of Islamic design and architectural details were
superimposed with calligraphy, which I learned were
passages from the sacred text of the Koran. The language
was alien to my reading, but Salma provided the
translations, and though I could not read the original, the
repeated passages still worked their magic in me. I could
view the delicate and flowing calligraphy and, knowing
the translation, the paintings and words became a visual
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Celebration of Calligraphy is my new series of
paintings to enlighten and awaken the spiritual
connection of universal humanity through lyrical
and fluid imagery of Arabic Calligraphy and Islamic
patterns. I am creating these large-scale paintings
using Arabic Calligraphy to reflect the positive

and universal message of Al-Quran to the world.
My purpose is to reach out to a broad community
in the pursuit of peace; to celebrate diversity, and
create a positive interfaith dialogue through visual
art that subtly penetrates the human heart to evoke
response.

I paint to express the prayers of my heart and
intend for the energy of the calligraphy, powered by
the positive messages from the texts, to reveal the
joy and celebration that I experience while creating
them. Each verse I portray gives me strength

and peace, and I hope instill these feelings in my
viewers.

Both in theme and in technique, this project
represents a new direction for me at this juncture
of my career, enabling me to pursue my spirituality
through my art. Born in India as a Hindu, I am
now Muslim residing in the United States; a unique
position to express the unity of spirit that I feel.

As I prepare the large expansive canvases for









“Whereas in classical calligraphy the letters and the text have

a strong and distinctive form and emphasize the distance
between the majesty of the message and the one to whom it is
addressed, Salma Arastu’s non - traditional calligraphy erases
this distance between the word and the receiver and affects
their union. She uses the same stroke of the brush for Arabic
letters as she does for suggesting human forms. Both are fluid
as if temporary expressions of the eternal universal vibration
and energy. This technique effects the embodiment of the word
in the flesh of the listeners/ practitioners of the words while
the word and the human form are both seen as expressions of
an underlying formless yet form giving reality. The subtle and
layered presentation of color in her paintings draws the viewer
in and holds his or her attention long after the actual viewing
has ended. “

Ghazala Anwar, a professor of Islamic Studies at Starr King
School for the Ministry, Graduate Theological Union
Berkeley, CA
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You Will Be Satisfied - 2013
52" /72" Acrylics on canvas
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Increase Me In Knowledge - 2013
52”/72” Acrylics on canvas




My Lord Has Forgiven Me - 2013
52”/60” Acrylics on canvas







No One Has The Strength To Change Things, Except Him - 2013
527 ]72” Acrylics on canvas
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What Favors of God You Deny - 2013
52" /72" Acrylics on canvas







So That You Know Each Other: I - 2014
24" /24” Acrylics on wood
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Sufi Chanting - 2012







So That You Know Each Other-111 - 2014
60798” Acrylics on canvas
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Remembrance Of God Brings Peace To The Hearts - 2014
52”7 /72" Acrylics on canvas







Praise Him Day And Night - 2013
24” /36" on canvas




Mercy For All - 2014
52" /72" Acrylics on canvas
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Pleased and Pleasing - 2011
22”7 /60" Acrylics on canvas




Do Not Give Up Hope From Allah - 2014
52" /70




Salaam - 2011
16”7 /48" Acrylics on canvas

37









If Allah Helps No One Can Defeat You - 2014
52”/72” Acrylics on canvas




He Sees All - 2012
52”/72” Acrylics on canvas
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We Worship You And Ask You For Help - 2012
60”/72” Acrylics on canvas
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God Is Subtle And All-Knowing - 2013
24” /36” on canvas




My God I Am In Need Of Any Good You Can Send Me - 2014
52/1 /7211




My Destiny - 2014
52”/72” Acrylics on canvas
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Fear Not God Is With Us - 2013
52" /72" Acrylics on canvas




Call On Me And I Answer You - 2012
52”/60” Acrylics on canvas




Fear Not - 1 Am With You Both Listening And Seeing - 2013
24” /36" on canvas




Be Grateful - 2013
24” /36” on canvas




Covenant with Prophets - 2011
60”/72” Acrylics on canvas




Allah - 2012
6’ /4’ Steel Sculpture




Peace - Greeting From The Beneficent Lord - 2013
52” /72" Acrylics on canvas




Accept My Prayer - 2012
527 [l Acrylics on canvas
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Comes Ease After Each Difficulty - 2012
52”/72” Acrylics on canvas




If You Remember Me, I Will Remember You - 2013
52”/72” Acrylics on canvas




Be And It Is - 2012
52”/58” Acrylics on canvas




My God Is Near And He Listens - 2013
52”/72” Acrylics on canvas




Indeed You Give In Abundance - 2013
52” /72" Acrylics on canvas




Living Together In Compassion - 2011
36-36-Acrylics on board




What Favors Of God You Deny - 111 - 2013
22”7 /30” on board




What Favors Of God You Deny - II - 2013
22”7 /30” on board
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Healing Prayer - 2014
52" /72" Acrylics on canvas







The Beneficent, The Merciful - 2013
22”7 /30" Acrylics on Canvas




Pour Patience On Me - 2012
58/1 /60”




Sy

2-2014
15” diameter Acrylics on board




Pour Patience On Me - II - 2013
24” /36” on canvas




With Truth and Patience - 2012
52" /72" Acrylics on canvas




Creation Of Humanity - 2011
60” /72" Acrylics on canvas
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We Witness - 2011
36” /70" Acrylics on canvas
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You Will Be Satisfied - 2013
And verily thy Lord will give unto thee so that thou wilt be content.
Al Quran 93:5

Increase Me In Knowledge - 2013
My Lord! Advance me in knowledge.
Al Quran 20:114

My Lord Has Forgiven Me - 2013

For that my Lord has granted me Forgiveness and has enrolled me among those held

in honor!
Al Quran 36:27

No One Has The Strength To Change Things, Except Him - 2013
There is no might or power except with Allah.
Hadith:Sahih al-Bukhari

What Favors of God You Deny - 2013
Then which of the favors of your Lord will ye deny?
Al Quran 55:13

So That You Know Each Other: I - 2014

O mankind! We created you from a single (pair) of a male and a female, and made
you into nations and tribes, that ye may know each other (not that ye may despise
each other). Verily the most honored of you in the sight of Allah is (he who is) the
most righteous of you. And Allah has full knowledge and is well acquainted (with
all things).

Al Quran 49:13
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Sufi Chanting - 2012
“La Ilaha Ilallah”
Shahada - There is no god but Allah

So That You Know Each Other-I1I - 2014

O mankind! We created you from a single (pair) of a male and a female, and made
you into nations and tribes, that ye may know each other (not that ye may despise
each other). Verily the most honored of you in the sight of Allah is (he who is) the
most righteous of you. And Allah has full knowledge and is well acquainted (with
all things).

Al Quran 49:13

Remembrance Of God Brings Peace To The Hearts - 2014
For without doubt in the remembrance of Allah do hearts find satisfaction.
Al Quran 13:28

Praise Him Day And Night - 2013
And Glorify Him morning and evening.
Al Quran 33:42

Mercy For All - 2014

He said: “With My punishment I visit whom I will; but My mercy extendeth to all
things.”

Al Quran 7:156

Pleased and Pleasing - 2011
O Ye Tranquil Soul, return to your Lord well pleased and well pleasing.
Al Quran 89:27-28

Do Not Give Up Hope From Allah - 2014
Despair not of the Mercy of Allah: for Allah forgives all sins: for He is Oft-Forgiving,
Most Merciful.
Al Quran 39:53
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Salaam - 2011
“Peace! a Word (of salutation) from a Lord Most Merciful!
Al Quran 36:58

Indeed I Am The Sinner - 2011
There is no god but You, glory be to You, Indeed I was a sinner.
Al Quran 21:87

If Allah Helps No One Can Defeat You - 2014
If Allah helps you, none can overcome you:
Al Quran 3:160

He Sees All - 2012

No vision can grasp Him, but His grasp is over all vision: He is above all
comprehension yet is acquainted with all things.

Al Quran 6:103

We Worship You And Ask You For Help - 2012
Thee do we worship, and Thine aid we seek.
Al Quran 1:05

God Is Subtle And All-Knowing - 2013
Should He not know what He created? And He is the Subtle, the Aware.
Al Quran 67:14

My God I Am In Need Of Any Good You Can Send Me - 2014

O my Lord! Truly am I in (desperate) need of any good that thou dost send me!

Al Quran 28:24

My Destiny - 2014

Nothing will happen to us except what Allah has decreed for us: He is our protector:

and on Allah let the Believers put their trust.
Al Quran 9:51
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Fear Not God Is With Us - 2013
Have no fear, Indeed Allah is with us
Al Quran 9:40

Call On Me And I Answer You - 2012
And your Lord says: “Call on Me; I will answer your (Prayer)
Al Quran 40:60

Fear Not - I Am With You Both Listening And Seeing - 2013
He said: “Fear not: for I am with you: I hear and see (everything).
Al Quran 20:46

Be Grateful - 2013
I give thee, and be of those who give thanks.
Al Quran 7:144

Covenant with Prophets - 2011

Behold! Allah took the covenant of the Prophets saying: “I give you a Book and
Wisdom; then comes to you a Messenger, confirming what is with you; do ye believe
him and render him help.” Allah said: “Do ye agree, and take this My Covenant as
binding on you?” They said: “We agree.”

Al Quran 3:81

Allah - 2012

Peace - Greeting From The Beneficent Lord - 2013
Peace! a Word (of salutation) from a Lord Most Merciful!
Al Quran 36:58

Accept My Prayer - 2012
O our Lord! and accept Thou my Prayer.
Al Quran 14:40
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Comes Ease After Each Difficulty - 2012
Verily with every difficulty there is relief.
Al Quran 94:6

If You Remember Me, I Will Remember You - 2013
Then do ye remember me; I will remember you.
Al Quran 2:152

Be And It Is - 2012
Verily, when He intends a thing, His command is “Be” and it is!
Al Quran 36:82

My God Is Near And He Listens - 2013
For my lord is (always) near, ready to answer.
Al Quran 11:61

Indeed You Give In Abundance - 2013
Thou art the Grantor of bounties without measure.
Al Quran 3:8

Living Together In Compassion - 2011

Help ye one another in righteousness and piety, but help ye not one another in sin
and rancour:

Al Quran 5:02

What Favors Of God You Deny - I1I - 2013
Then which of the favors of your Lord will ye deny?
Al Quran 55:13

What Favors Of God You Deny - II - 2013
Then which of the favors of your Lord will ye deny?
Al Quran 55:13
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Healing Prayer - 2014

Who listens to the (soul) distressed when it calls on Him, and who relieves its
suffering

Al Quran 27:62

The Beneficent, The Merciful - 2013
Most Gracious, Most Merciful:
Al Quran 1:3

Pour Patience On Me - 2012
Our Lord! Pour out on us patience and constancy
Al Quran 7:126

So That You Know Each Other - 2 - 2014

O mankind! We created you from a single (pair) of a male and a female, and made
you into nations and tribes, that ye may know each other (not that ye may despise
each other). Verily the most honored of you in the sight of Allah is (he who is) the
most righteous of you. And Allah has full knowledge and is well acquainted (with
all things).

Al Quran 49:13

Pour Patience On Me - II - 2013
Our Lord! Pour out on us patience and constancy,
Al Quran 7:126

With Truth And Patience - 2012
(join together) in the mutual teaching of Truth, and of Patience and Constancy.
Al Quran 103:03
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Creation Of Humanity - 2011

O mankind! reverence your Guardian-Lord Who created you from a single person,
created, of like nature, his mate and from them twain scattered (like seeds) countless
men and women;

Al Quran 4:01

We Witness - 2011

When thy Lord drew forth from the Children of Adam— from their loins— their
descendants, and made them testify concerning them, (saying): “Am I not your Lord
(who cherishes and sustains you)?”— They said: “Yea! we do testify!”

Al Quran 7:172



Salma Arastu (maiden name Kamlesh Hingorani) is painter, sculptor
and poet. As a visual artist she has almost 40 solo shows to her
credit, won several awards including East Bay Community’s fund
for artists in 2012 and 2014, three works in public places and three
books published with her poems and paintings. “Dard Ki Seedhiyan”
in Hindi (1981) “The Lyrical Line: Embracing All and Flowing” (Half
Full Press, Oakland Publishers, 2008) and “Turning Rumi: Singing

Verses of Love Unity and Freedom” (2012).

Born into the Hindu tradition in her native India, and embracing
Islam later on, she has enjoyed the beauty of these two distinctive
traditions first hand. At birth, she was given the life-defining
challenge of a left hand without fingers. Through her belief in the
unity of an all-encompassing God, she was able to transcend barriers
of religion, culture, and the cultural perceptions of handicaps. She
uses her life experiences and her pain to bridge the solidifying
divisions between different faiths that are so prevalent in our culture
today. Inspired by the imagery, sculpture and writings of her Indian
heritage and Islamic spirituality, she explores the universality of
humanity by creating paintings and sculptures that break down

the barriers that divide us and promote harmony, peace and
understanding.

www.salmaarastustudio.com
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