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i Artist Statement

//—
EAST BAY . . .. . .
COMMUNITY I started this new series of paintings titled “Unity of
R Symbols and Sacred Texts” in 2014 in the hope of reflecting
the interconnectedness of belief in our collective cultural
memory of origination of stories and use of script in
April 2,2015 conveying spiritual teachings. These new works are an
Dear Salma: artistic endeavor to help audiences understand the threads
We are thrilled to celebrate the completion of the catalog and honored to support Of Commonahty and dlStlnCthnS, acCross Cultural’ natlonal
the commissioning of your new works that reflect the interconnectedness of belief and religious hnes I was fortunate to have received for the
in our collective cultural memory of origination of stories, and use of script in ] . ) L. .
conveying spiritual teachings. second time the individual artist fund award from the East
The East Bay Community Foundation recognizes the amazing power of the arts to Bay Community Foundation and private donor—suppor t for
inspire and bring us together. EBCF has been a longtime supporter of the arts and th . t
we partner with our generous donors to support the arts and individual artists 1S pr O]eC .
across the East Bay.
Since its creation more than 10 years ago, the East Bay Fund for Artists has We live in a global World today, and we are Connected’ our
partnered with more than 5,000 community donors and more than 130 . . .
organizations to commission new works by almost 200 local artists. The East Bay destiny is shared; we can only find peace and success when
Fund for Artists has leveraged over $2 million in new financial support for the arts . . .
in the East Bay, we accept certain obligations to one another and to future
Sincerely generations. As the world becomes more globalized and
cultures intersect in new regions, increasing exposure to the
Vwale) ~ foqpudss belief systems of formerly distant cultures, the hard lines
' and divisions between East and West, will really no longer
Nicole Kyauk
Philanthropic Advisor be relevant'
De Domenico Building
200 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza
Oakland, CA 94612 . . o e . . .
Born into the Hindu tradition in my native India, and
Main 51018363223 embracing Islam later on, I have enjoyed the beauty of these
info@eastb: o . . . o e . . .
o ctayerorg two distinctive traditions first hand. At birth, I was given

the life-defining challenge of a left hand without fingers.

Achieves national standards of
excellence for community foundations.



Through my belief in the unity of an all-encompassing God,
I was able to transcend barriers of religion, culture, and

the cultural perceptions of handicaps. I want to use my life
experiences and my pain to bridge the solidifying divisions
between different faiths that are so prevalent in our culture

today. By sharing my experiences and my thoughts, I hope to

bring to my viewers certain understandings of harmony and
peace through this important art project which is to inspire
to build bridges between all faiths and form a dialogue of
understanding,.

I created this new painting series “Unity of Symbols and
Sacred Texts” in collaboration with The Chaplaincy Institute
(Chl), an Interfaith Seminary and Community in Berkeley.
These new paintings are to enlighten and awaken the
spiritual connection of universal humanity through lyrical
and fluid imagery that layer the text from different sacred
books, and I also hosted four workshops inviting the
followers of different faiths to create collaborative visual art.

Salma Arastu

=)

'he Chaplaincy Institute

An Interfaith Seminary & Community
April 23,2015

Salma Arastu’s life story is truly an interfaith and inspiring one. Born into the Hindu
tradition in her native India and later embracing Islam, she enjoys the beauty of these two
distinctive traditions and how they have come together to shape her unique spirituality.
Through her belief in the unity of an all-encompassing God, she has been able to transcend
barriers of religion and culture. Her goal is to use her life experiences to bridge the
solidifying divisions between different faiths that are so prevalent in our culture today. By
sharing her experiences and deepest thoughts, she brings an understanding of harmony
and peace, inspires the building of bridges between all faiths, and opens a dialogue of
understanding. It is for this reason that The Chaplaincy Institute was inspired to partner
with Salma on this project.

“Unity of Sacred Symbols and Text” is a series of paintings which magnificently
reflects the interconnectedness of belief in our collective cultural memory of origination of
stories and use of script in conveying spiritual teachings. These works are an artistic
endeavor to help audiences understand the threads of commonality and distinctions,
across cultural, national and religious lines. Spirituality in the human experience has
retained its tremendous power and influence on the human spirit. It is this that
underscores the purpose of these new works and, to a certain extent according to Salma,
the purpose of human existence in the greater sense.

The Chaplaincy Institute is an interfaith seminary and spiritual community whose
mission is to educate and empower people for new models of interfaith service and
spiritual care to heal and transform the world. Our teaching is infused with a spirit of
harmonious living among peoples and respect for the diversity of all creation. We are
touched and deeply moved by what Salma has created in this series, and are grateful to
have collaborated with her on this important project.

Sincerely,
Vicki Weiland, Executive Director

1400 Shattuck Avenue, Suite #14, Berkeley, CA 94709 / 510-843-1422 / www.chaplaincyinstitute.org
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Equality

God is One 48” | 72” Acrylics on Canvas

487 ] 72" Acrylics on Canvas
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Love and Family God is without Form
30" /40 “ Acrylics on Board 30"/ 40 “ Acrylics on Board
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God is Close
247 /36" Acrylics on Canvas

Friendship-Community
36”7 /36" Acrylics on Board




God
24" /36" Acrylics on Canvas

A Good Human Being
48" [ 72" Acrylics on Canvas
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Verses about Dominion
4 panels - 36” | 16" each panel-Acrylics on Board
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God is Everywhere
227 [ 30" Acrylics on Canvas
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Diameter-Acrylics, paper and Pen & ink on Board

Unity Mandalas_IV

15//

-Acrylics on Board

V4

Unity Mandalas_I
/24

24"




Unity Mandalas_II1 Unity Mandalas_II
15" Diameter-Acrylics, paper and Pen & ink on Board 15" Diameter-Acrylics, paper and Pen & ink on Board




Unity Mandalas_V Unity Mandalas_V1
15" Diameter-Acrylics, paper and Pen & ink on Board 18" [ 18"-Acrylics, paper and Pen & ink on Board




Unity of Symbols
227 [ 18" Acrylics on Board

Unity Mandalas_V1II
18" /18" Acrylics on Board




Freedom- Created in Collaboration with NIAD artists-
15”7/ 38” Mixed Media on Board

30

Peace- Created with the Collaboration of The Chaplaincy Institute
Students-30" [ 40”. Acrylics on Canvas
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Love, Unity and Freedom-11 Collaboration with NCWCA Artists
24" | 48" Mixed Media on Board

Love, Unity and Freedom-1 Collaboration with NCWCA Artists
52" ] 62" Acrylics on Canvas
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Equality-2 -Collaboration with Inner Eye Event
18” ] 24” Mixed Media on Board
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I have discovered the Treasure!
Meera Bai-20" [ 20" Acrylics on Board

I have discovered the Treasure!
Mewlana Rumi -20" [ 20” Acrylics on Board
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No one understands my pain of separation..
Meera Bai-20" | 20" Acrylics on Board

No one understands my pain of separation..
Mewlana Rumi -20" [ 20" Acrylics on Board
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Parallel Myths & Mysteries
Story of Birth_ Prophet Musa and Lord Krishna
36" /36" Acrylics on Board

Parallel Myths & Mysteries
Story of Immaculate Birth_ Jesus and Karna
127 [ 24" Acrylics on Board
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Layers of Sacred Texts

God Is One

Verses are from Christian, Jewish, Islamic and Hindu Sacred Texts about the Oneness
of God.

Deuteronomy 4:35-39, Bhagwath Geeta 10:3 & Al-Quran 24:35

Equality
Verses are from Christian, Jewish, Islamic and Hindu Sacred Texts about Equality.
Galatians 3:2; Malachi 2:10; Al-Quran 49:13 & Bhagwath Geeta 9:29

Love And Family

Verses are from Islamic, Jewish and Hindu Sacred Texts command men and women
to live together with love and mercy for each other.

Al-Quran 30:21, Talmud, Ketubot 8a & Rig Veda Chapter 10: Hymn85

God Is Without Form
Verses are from Christian, Jewish, Islamic and Hindu Sacred Texts.
Bible-Isaiah 55:8-9; Hebrew Bible, Isaiah 45:15; Al Quran 6:103 & Upanishad 1: 1.6

God Is Close: 24” / 36” on Canvas

Verses are from Islamic and Hindu Sacred Texts explain the closeness of God to the
human beings.

Al-Quran 2:185 & Bhagwath Geeta 8:14

Friendship And Community

Verses are from Jewish, Islamic, Buddhist and Christian Sacred Texts on Unity and
Community.

Talmud-Menahot 27a; Al-Quran 49:10; Dhammapada 194 & Gospel of John 17, 20,
21

16

17

18-19

20-21

22
23
24
25
26
27

A Good Human Being

Verses are from Islamic and Hindu Sacred Texts explain the virtues of a good
human being.

Al-Quran 2:177 & Bhagwath Geeta 16:3

God
The word God is written in Arabic, Sanskrit, and English & Hebrew languages.

Dominion of God

Verses are from Christian, Islamic, Jewish and Hindu Sacred texts on the
Dominion of God.

Genesis 1:28; Al-Quran 33:72; Talmud, Shabbat 30b & Srimad Bhagvatam 11:2

God Is Everywhere

Verses are from Christian and Islamic Sacred Texts about the description of God’s
presence on the earth and the skies.

Deuteronomy 4:39 & Al-Quran, Sura 59:22

Unity Mandalas _ Symbols in Unity

Unity Mandala_I
Unity Mandala_IV
Unity Mandala_III
Unity Mandala_II
Unity Mandala_V

Unity Mandala_VI
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Unity Mandala_VII

Unity of Symbols
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Community Collaborative Works

“Freedom” was created with the collaboration of artists from NIAD Art Center,
Richmond, California.

“Peace” was created with the collaboration of students from The Chaplaincy Institute,
Berkeley, California.

“Love, Unity and Freedom-1"was created in collaboration with Artists of the
Northern California Women’s Caucus for Art (NCWCA)

“Love, Unity and Freedom-1"was created in collaboration with Artists of the
Northern California Women’s Caucus for Art (NCWCA)

“Equality” was created in collaboration with Inner Eye Event attendees in
Fremont, CA

Spiritual Poets in Search of Eternal Love

I have discovered the Treasure!
MeeraBai
41
I have discovered the Treasure!
Mewlana Rumi

No one understands my pain of separation..
MeeraBai

No one understands my pain of separation..
Mewlana Rumi

Parallel Myths & Mysteries

The birth stories of Prophet Musa [Moses] and Lord Krishna

The Divine revelation comes to the mother of Moses, saying: “Suckle him (Moses),
but when you fear for him, then cast him into the river and fear not, nor grieve. Ver-
ily! We shall bring him back to you, and shall make him one of (Our) Messengers.”
(Ch 28: 2-7 Quran). She immediately obeyed the sacred and merciful call. She was
commanded to make a basket for Moses. She nursed him, put him in the basket,
then went to the shore of the Nile and threw it into the water.

Before Lord Krishna was born, Lord Vishnu appeared before Devaki and Vasudev
in the prison and said that he himself was coming to rescue them and the people of
Mathura. He asked Vasudeva to carry him [the baby boy] to the house of his friend,
the cowherd chief Nanda in Gokula right after his birth, where Nanda’s wife Yasho-
da had given birth to a daughter. He was to exchange his boy and bring Yashoda's
baby daughter back to the prison. Vishnu assured them that “nothing shall bar your
path”. At midnight on ashtami, the divine baby was born in Kansa’s prison. Re-
membering the divine instructions, Vasudeva put the baby in a basket and started
for Gokula. While crossing the river Yamuna, Vasudeva held his baby high over his
head. The rain fell in torrents and the river was in a torrent. But the water made way
for Vasudeva and miraculously a five-mouthed snake followed him from behind
and provided shelter over the baby.

The Immaculate births of Jesus, son of Mary and Karan, the son of the Princess
Kunti

Mary conceived Jesus by the will of God and not by a man..

As a young woman Kunti, the princess of the Kunti Kingdom, had been granted a
boon by sage Durvasa to be able to invoke any deity to give her a child. Eager to
test the power, while still unmarried, she called upon the sun deity Surya and was
handed a son Karna..



Salma Arastu (maiden name Kamlesh Hingorani) is painter, sculptor and
poet. As a visual artist she has almost 40 solo shows to her credit, won sev-
eral awards including East Bay Community’s fund for artists in 2012 and
2014, three works in public places and four books published with her po-
ems and paintings. “Dard Ki Seedhiyan” in Hindi (1981) "The Lyrical Line:
Embracing All and Flowing” (Half Full Press, Oakland Publishers, 2008)
and “Turning Rumi: Singing Verses of Love Unity and Freedom” (2012)
and “Celebration of Calligraphy” (2014).

Born into the Hindu tradition in her native India, and embracing Islam
later on, she has enjoyed the beauty of these two distinctive traditions first
hand. At birth, she was given the life-defining challenge of a left hand with-
out fingers. Through her belief in the unity of an all-encompassing God,
she was able to transcend

barriers of religion, culture, and the cultural perceptions of handicaps. She
uses her life experiences and her pain to bridge the solidifying divisions
between different faiths that are so prevalent in our culture today. Inspired
by the imagery, sculpture and writings of her Indian heritage and Islamic
spirituality, she explores the universality of humanity by creating paintings
and sculptures that break down the barriers that divide us and promote
harmony, peace and

understanding.

www.salmaarastu.com
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